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SPECU.L PROJECT OPEEA TIONS CENTER 

AFHQ (RE!.R) NAIl 

~/il03 18 Sept 1,4 

s:::n....J~CT: Corrrnenda tion. 

'":'~ CC!:'b-nanding Genera.l, 
15th Air Force, C.l.l.F. 

1. I t is the desire of this headquarters to cOlrnler.d officially the 
!!35!.h Bomhardment Squadron (H) S~cial under the conll1U:nd of Colonel. l!onro 
)2cC.lo.key for the outstanding l'llrk done in the supply of Resist"nce 
Grou 1" in FRANCE . 

2. Sjnce June 5th D-Day, the 885th Squadron haB flown 607 sorties 
i nto F?.ANCE with 484 sorties beiT¥; successfully completed. Durin.g t his 
period they have dropped a total of 193 allied agents and 2,514,800 pcunds 
oC artn. a nd 2I1lJ1Iunition . Detailed statistics of dropping operations are 
~ven in Appendix "A" . 

3. It i. believe d that resistance in FIUNGE has rr.:J.terially contr~bu­
t.e<! both to the tactical ~dvance of the amie 5 in FRANCE and the strate­
.;lc unde mining of Germ:'-11 morale in occupi e<! countries . During the early 
s taees of the breakout from the CHE!UlOURG peninsula the 9th Panzer Divi­
aion, in3te~d of fighting on the NO:llIA~'DY f:oont, >las engaged in fight.ing 
t he ~iAQ1 1IS in and a:"ouni the VEEICORS Ph.t.:lU >lhile the 11th Panzer Divi­
.sion "'US unable to move North bttlcause a~l main rall:-oad lines around 
T~!JLOUSE, CI.HORS, BtUV!':, AND LWOG!\S had been blown whl.l" all md n roads 
...... "" ele"ents of the division w~re statione.d were mined with "'>tti-tank 
rines and tire- bursters. During the rapid a dvance of the 7th Army to 
!'~0NS J Fr~ nch Resi stance- was 8i ven, and successfully accoP.lplish~d, the 
uflk Qf eqarding th~ A!"!ll.y ' e right fle!"l_'It along t..~e FP.,ANCcrIT.'\.LIAN bor der . 

4 . The organization and supply ot French Reeistance has been entire­
ly dependent upon air transporta tion. The Sll5th Squadron has flow uneS­
cor ted over enemy t e r r itory to exact pinpoi nt ground :"~c.,ptions in both 
""'on o.nd non-moon periods. It ha s flovon ove r diffiru1t terrain, in poor 
..,ather, and in roost caBes >lith little rest fa- either air or ground 
crew.. H all tim". the personnel have carried out their duties in an 
extremely efficient manner and with the greatest cooperation hy all 
r1..nics. 

5. Speciiil cO!'!!!l.end::.tion is to be suggetl t ed for outstn.nding perfor­
=ICe of duty of t.he night on the 12th Augus t 1944. On this occasion 
U:e S'" u~dron accomplished the difficult ·and ha zardous task of delivering 
by n i!::~lt I S agent s arrl 67,000 pOWlds o.f a:rJlls, ammunition, and specisl 
.~p~li.," , t o the harupres""d French ,'orees of the Interior at secret 
t.;r~. ts s cattered throuehout Southern France. Operations were conducted 
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in~: ,-:irltUlly by ench ai rcraft alone and ul1escorted on the long flight 
~ro Sd lhe V.ecliterranean from North l.frica. I n the complete de.rknes6 of 
~ s conlt!ss night the pilots and I"'.avigator!i reached their targets uner­
rln:;ly ,,"d carried out their missions with .. 100% success . Rar e l y has 

!on Oil att a inment been nehieved unde r such dIfficult conditions . lIest 
of th~ i1len and. m.:lt erial was droppe d in nreas for direct assistance to 
tt ... ir.v"sion which occurred three days h te r. It is believed that this 
m:ssion was of ine stim.o.ble value in supportins the invasjon and br inging 
aboat the ra.pid advance of our armies in Southern FRAnCE. 

',ITLLHll P. DAVIS, /s/ 
\',"1LL1,\).\ P. D~.VlS, /t/ 

Col o!1el1, F .A'I' 
Commanding , SPO:; US. 
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