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Translation from French: 
 
 

DURING A MOVING CEREMONY 

 
GENERAL WEISS DECORATES WITH THE ‘CROIX DE GUERRE’ 

SOME OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN AIR FORCES 
 
 

Yesterday, near Algiers, at Air Headquarters, the staff of the Fifth Air District held a small but 
moving ceremony with the purpose of doing homage to certain officers of the American Air Forces. 

 
These, thirteen in number, were more distinguished than many others. Taking off from the African 

ground, according to the citation, they had “at the risk of their lives supplied arms and ammunitions to the 
F.F.I. (Forces Françaises de l’Intérieur, French Forces of the Interior) gloriously contributing to the 
liberation of France”. 

 
General Pierre Weiss, Commander of the Fifth Air District, presented the aviators himself with the 

decorations in the name of General Cochet, Chief of the French Air Forces of the Southern Front. 
 
“It is”, he said, “with honor and joy that I address you with thanks and felicitations, not only as chief 

of the French Air Forces, but also for France, for the heroism and the valor of which you have given proof in 
the common defense of a territory that is dear to us”. 

 
He then read the citation of the army order and presented the ‘Croix de Guerre avec étoile de 

vermeil’ (Croix de Guerre with gold star). 
 
He then cited one by one: Colonel Monro MacCloskey, Lieutenants Raymond Feilner, Kaleel 

Kahalley, Herbert C. Hanson, Harold R. Young, Paul B. Towne, Iver S. Hewson, Leo H. Wesley, Wilson H. 
Jones, Thor H. Nilsen, Louis L. Mathews, Frank F. Roman, Richard S. Shamblin, Thaddeus C. Pieczonka, 
Edward T. Young, Richard A. Yoder, James C. Black, Roger H. Ogden and Flight Officer Kenneth Boylard. 

 
Honors were paid by the band of the French Air Force, a Squadron of the Fifth District, two 

Squadrons of the Colonial Aviation and two Squadrons of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. 
 
After playing the Marseillaise and the American anthem, a guard of honor led by Colonel 

Chardonneau, Chief of General Weiss’ staff, composed of officers of the Aviation Garrison and joined by Mr. 
Boyd, Director of the U.S.A. diplomatic mission to the Provisional Government of the French Republic, 
marched past in honor of the newly decorated officers. 

 
An aperitif was served to everyone after the ceremony as a personal token to the American air aces. 
 
Mr. Boyd offered a toast to the glory of the French and American Air Forces and their future 

victories. 
 
General Weiss replied by recalling the collaboration that he had experienced, adding: “You will be 

worthy of these memorable hours, you will persevere in this struggle and you will conquer. May God guard 
you”. 


